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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Prentis (see page 125). — Joseph Prentis, of Williamsburg, was 
born January 24, 1754, and died June 18, 1809. In 1771 Robert 
Carter Nicholas was his guardian. Studied at William and Mary 
College in 1777; member of the Virginia Convention which met in 
December, 1775 ; appointed, with James Hubard and John Tyler, 
a judge of admiralty, by ordinance of convention, July 5, 1776, to 
hold till December following ; member of the first House of Dele- 
gates in 1777, from Williamsburg; member from York 1778-1788; 
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speaker of House of Delegates 1788; member of Patrick Henry's 
privy council 1779; judge of the General Court 1789 to his death 
in 1809; member of Board of Visitors of William and Mary Col- 
lege. He married, December 16, 1778, Margaret Bowdoin, daugh- 
ter of John and Grace Bowdoin, of Northampton county. He was 
one of the revisors of the Code of 1792. At the session beginning 
October 17, 1785, Mr. Prentis was made chairman of the famous 
committee appointed to draw a bill to authorize the delegates of 
this State in Congress to give the assent of the State to a general 
regulation of the commerce of the United States. The considera- 
tion in which Mr. Prentis was held is sufficiently indicated by 
the names of his associates on the committee: John Tyler, James 
Madison, Henry Lee, Meriwether Smith, Carter Braxton, William 
Ronald, James Innis, and Cuthbert Bullitt. Prentis' appointment 
as chairman was due, undoubtedly, to his familiarity with commer- 
cial subjects, as was the appointment of the next two members, 
John Tyler (who had served with him as judge of admiralty, and 
whom he had nominated for Speaker of the House) and James 
Madison. The bill reported by Mr. Prentis failed, and it was 
then that John Tyler introduced the resolution which convened 
the assembly at Annapolis. (See Letters and Times of the Tylers, 
Tol. I., pp. 125 et seq.) In Joseph Prentis' Bible, now in posses- 
sion of his great-grandson, Judge K. K. Prentis, of Suffolk, Va., 
are two newspaper clippings, one with the name of "J. Tyler" 
written in ink at the bottom, and the other with faded letters in 
which "S" and "T" are legible, believed to indicate the author as 
St. George Tucker— both fellow- judges of the General Court. The 
former praises him as a man, as a parent, as a master, as a friend, 
and as a member of society; as "undeviating in his moral and po- 
litical course, and truly attached to Kepublican principles." He 
speaks of him as his friend "during a period of 45 years." The 
latter, no less enthusiastic, states that " the genuine benevolence 
of his heart, the unassuming modesty of his manners and deport- 
ment, the unfeigned sincerity of his religion, and the uniform and 
steady practice of morality, on all occasions, shed a mild lustre over 
his character, which none so highly appreciated as those who knew 
him best." 

Bichard Henry Lee: Information wanted. — Can the readers of 
the Quarterly give information upon any of the following points 
in connection with the family of Bichard H. Lee, the "signer"? 
1. Date and place of birth of first wife, Anne Aylett? 2. Names in 
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full of her parents? 3. Exact date of his second marriage? (It 
probably occurred in July.) 4. Date and place of birth of second 
wife, Mrs. Anne (Gaskins) Pinkard? 5. Maiden name of second 
wife's mother? 6. Dates of marriages of his son Thomas? (Query: 
If Thomas Lee was married first in 1788, who was the mother of 
daughter born in 1783 ?) 7. Exact date of Thomas Lee's death ? 
(It occurred in 1805.) 8. Exact dates of marriages of " signer's " 
son Ludwell ? 9. Exact date of death of his daughter Mary, who 
married W. A. Washington ? 10. Exact date of birth of daughter 
Hannah, who married Corbin Washington? 11. Exact dates of 
marriages of daughter Harriotte? 12. Date and place of her 
death? 13. Date of marriage of his daughter Sarah, who married 
E. I. Lee? 14. Date of second marriage of his son Francis L. Lee? 

James Mills, of Urbanna. — A large folio Bible, printed in Lon- 
don by Thomas Baskett in 1752, now owned by Bruton Parish 
Church, Williamsburg, Virginia, once the property of James Mills, 
a wealthy merchant of Middlesex county, Va., has : James Mills, 
born 4 April, 1718. He married, 21 August, 174[3J, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Colonel William Beverley, of "Blandfield." She was 
born 15 January, 172f . They had issue: 1, John, born 31 August, 
1744; died 13 September, 1744; Elizabeth, a daughter who lived 
but a few hours; Elizabeth (2d of the name); Anna Beverley; Wil- 
liam; James, born 10 June, 1757; died 31 August, 1757. "The 
Disconsolate Parents haveing now none Left." 

Elizabeth, the widow of James Mills, married, secondly, 22 Sep- 
tember, 1783, Thomas Griffin Peachey, being his second wife, and 
died 3 October, 1795. (Quarterly, III., p. 112. See, also, Begis- 
ter of Christ Church, Middlesex, p. 209 ; and Virginia Magazine 
of History and Biography, III., p. 269.) 

" Francis Ellis, Mariner, of Salem, in New England," on July 
29, 1704, executed a power of attorney to his "loving friend and 
cousin, George Mason, of Stafford County, Virginia, Gentleman," 
to dispose of all lands of said Ellis in said county. Savage, in his 
Genealogical Dictionary, Vol. II., p. 115, mentions Francis Ellis, 
of Salem, "perhaps as early as 1691."' In 1703 Francis Ellis, of 
the city of Philadelphia, Mariner, mairied Margaret Silver, widow 
of John Silver, and subsequently lived in Mansfield, New Jersey. 
Are they the same person; and how related to the Masons? — Ellis 
D. Williams, Drexel Building, Philadelphia. 

A Baconian Eebel. — "Philadelphia, September 19. We hear 
that the latter End of last month, died at Amwell, in the Jerseys, 
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George Hatton, in the 103 d year of his age : he was born in Nan- 
semond, in Virginia, and retained his Sight and Senses to the 
Time of his Death. He walked on Foot to visit a Neighbour at a 
considerable Distance but a few days before he died. He said he 
was a Man in Bacon's Wars and a Soldier under him." — Pennsyl- 
vania Gazette, September 19, 1751. [From New Jersey Colonial 
Documents, communicated by Edward W. James.] 

St. George Tucker, son of Henry St. George Tucker, president 
of the Virginia Court of Appeals, and Anne Evelina Hunter^ 
daughter of Moses and Anne Stephens Hunter, was born January 
5, 1828. He studied at the University of Virginia in 1843-'44-'45 r 
but in 1847-48 he took law under his uncle, Professor Nathaniel 
Beverley Tucker, at William and Mary College. Mr. Tucker in- 
herited a taste for letters from his father, Henry St. George 
Tucker, and from his grandfather, St. George Tucker, which last 
wrote the well-known verses, "Days of My Youth." In 1851-52 
he was elected clerk of the Senate of Virginia, and in 1853 became 
cleik of the House of Delegates, which position he held till 1859. 
During this time numerous pieces of poetry were written by him. 
In 1857 he recited a poem before the literary societies of Washing- 
ton College, and in 1859 a poem at William and Mary College on 
its one hundred and sixty-sixth anniversary. In the former year 
appeared his most considerable effort in prose romance, Hansford: 
A Tale of Bacon's Rebellion, This met with much success, and 
after the war it was reissued under a new title, The Devoted 
Bride, by a Philadelphia publishing house. After the election of 
Lincoln in 1860, Mr. Tucker took prompt ground for secession. 
His war song, "The Southern Cross," will take rank with the best 
metrical efforts of its kind. Mr. Tucker had resigned the clerk* 
ship of the House of Delegates in 1859, and opened at Ashland an 
academy for the instruction of youth; but when the tocsin of war 
was sounded, he raised a company, the "Ashland Grays," which 
he led to the field. His men were incorporated with the Fifteenth 
Virginia regiment of volunteers — Ben. August, colonel — and Capt. 
Tucker experienced much exposure, during the year 1861, on the 
Peninsula. He was seized with consumption, but in the battle of 
Malvern Hill he was, despite his disease, in the front of the fight. 
He was made lieutenant-colonel of his regiment ; but, being en- 
feebled by sickness, he soon retired to Charlottesville, where he 
died January 24, 1863. He is credited with having been one of 
the wittiest and most gifted men in Virginia. 
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The following is an instance of his happy wit: A short time be- 
fore the war a bill was introduced into the House of Delegates to 
dhange the name of the seat of justice of Pittsylvania county — >• 
named in honor of the great Earl of Chatham — from "Competi- 
tion" to "Chatham," which it now enjoys. While the bill was on 
its passage, Mr. Tucker wrote on a slip of paper, which was 
handed about: 

' ' Illustrious Pitt, how glorious is thy fame, 
When Competition dies in Chatham's name!" 

He was a familiar friend of G. P. E. James, the English novel- 
ist, who was for some time British consul at Eichmond. On one 
occasion Tucker surprised James eating some Limburger cheese. 
James said, "You see, Tucker, I am, like Samson, glaying my 
thousands." Tucker quickly asked, "And with the same weapon?" 

In one of his letters to his wife, while campaigning in the coun- 
try below Williamsburg, he wrote that "till lately, my command 
has been camped on the banks of the James, when the weather 
was so hot that I could have slept with pleasure in the river bed, 
with nothing over me but a sheet of water; but at the present 
writing my regiment has returned to the ridge of the Peninsula, 
where we sleep on ticks a plenty " [alluding to the insect that in- 
fests the woods of lower Virginia during the summer]. 

Gooch— Gouge— Goffe.— .(See Vol. V., pp. 110-112.) I think I 
was in error in making Jane, daughter of Eowland Jones, minister 
of Bruton Parish, marry Eev. John Gough, of Jamestown. I am 
now sure that there was no such minister as Eev. John Gough, 
dying in 1683-84. A close inspection of the tombstone at James- 
town satisfies me that the name of the minister was John Clough. 
A person of that name was minister of Southwark Parish, on the 
opposite side of the river, in 1680. "John Goffe, of New Kent, 
Gent.," made a deed in York county as late as September 23, 1685, 
to his son William Goffe, in view of his son's intended marriage 
with Elizabeth Dixon. The signature differs from the preamble of 
the deed, being " John Gough. " Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Gooch 
lived in New Kent, and must have been the husband of Jane Jones, 
a supposition confirmed by her naming a son Henry. William 
Gooch, or Gough, or Gouge, who married Ursula Claiborne, is 
named " son-in-law " (step-son) by Jane Gooch, and was probably a 
&on by Henry Gooch's marriage with the widow Millicent Kinsey. 

Capp or Capps. — William Capps came to Virginia in the ship 
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with Sir Thomas Gates in 1610. He settled at Elizabeth City. In 
1619 he represented that place in the first Legislature of Virginia. 
In 1623 he wrote a long letter complaining that George Sandys, 
the treasurer, had seized all his swine> the result of seven years* 
breeding. In 1627 he was sworn a councillor. In 1628 he made 
experiments in making salt from the bay. In 1629 he asked leave 
of the governor to depart the colony on the king's affairs, and when 
permission was refused, departed all the same. In 1630 he re- 
turned with the king's letter of instructions to the council. He 
was a very independent man, and stood high in the favor of the 
authorities in England. A family of his name has been long resi- 
dent in Norfolk and Princess Anne counties, formerly part of the 
corporation of Elizabeth City, in which William Capps resided. 
They are possibly his descendants, but it would take close work in 
the records to bring the lines down. (See Neill's Virginia Ve- 
tusta, Virginia Carolorum, and London Company ; British Colo- 
nial State Papers, 1575-1660.) 

Bates, Gkanville. — Information wanted of Granville Bates, a 
Virginia soldier in the Eevolution. There is some reason to think 
he may have been a member of the Quaker family to which be- 
longed Thomas Fleming Bates, and if so, like that sturdy patriot, 
he undoubtedly forfeited his standing as a Friend by bearing 
arms. The only tradition concerning him which has been pre- 
served relates to the privations he endured as a soldier. It runs 
that on one occasion his mess was reduced to the necessity of din- 
ing off a turkey- buzzard. The head of this malodorous bird fell to 
him; he roasted it on the point of a stick, ate it without salt or 
pepper, and in after years was wont to declare it the sweetest 
morsel he ever tasted — rather a choking remembrance to any of 
his descendants tempted to regale themselves upon terrapin and 
champagne. He was impoverished by the war, and the colonial 
paper money paid him for his services proved worthless, though 
many times its face value, would not now buy a certain fragment 
thereof, the little old brown and ragged two-pound note reverently 
cherished by one of his great-grandsons. 

His family was large, and a son, John Bates, born August 18, 
1801, when but a lad of twelve or thirteen, determined to diminish 
the number of mouths to be fed by the heroic expedient of running 
away. Joining a travelling horse-buyer, he went first to Georgia 
and then to Kentucky. Here he obtained employment as a team- 
ster, making a number of trips into Tennessee. In 1823 he mar- 
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ried Miss Polly Pelly, and shortly thereafter removed to Indiana, 
and settled in Fayette county, where he prospered as a farmer, 
leaving a considerable estate and a family of six children at his 
death in 1871. He never revisited Virginia or met any of his 
people, with the exception of a brother, Joel, who came to see him 
in Indiana about 1833. His sons, all noted stock raisers, include 
Granville Bates, of Chicago; John Bates, of Indianapolis, and 
dalaway Bates, of Ft. "Worth, Texas. 

It is not known just where in Virginia Granville Bates lived, 
who his ancestors were, or what division of the patriot army he 
served with, the war records at both Washington and Bichmond 
failing to disclose his name. The slightest light upon any of these 
points will be profoundly appreciated and be fittingly acknow- 
ledged by William 0. Bates, 101 west Eighty-third street, New 
York city. 

Buokner.— 1, John* and 2, Philip Buckner lived, the first in 
Gloucester county and the second in Stafford county. A land 
grant to 3, Richard Buckner describes him as son of John ; and 
the will of 4, William Buckner mentions his three brothers, 5, 
Thomas, 6, John, 3, Richard. 

4, William Buckner, magistrate, burgess for York county, de- 
puty surveyor-general for the college, etc., died at Yorktown. He 
married Catherine Ballard, and had issue: 7, William; 8, John — 
both under age at date of father's will, which was proved May 21, 
1716. 

7, William, dying without heirs, left all his property to his bro- 
ther, 8, John, who was captain, burgess, etc., for York county. He 
removed to Stafford, where were lands left him by the will of his 
father. A deed by Griffin Stith, of Northampton county, recorded 
May 8, 1752, conveys lands in York county devised to him by the 
will of John Buckner, recorded in Stafford county. (Most of the 
books of Stafford are destroyed.) Griffin Stith married Elizabeth 
Buckner. 

5, Thomas Buckner married Sarah, daughter of Francis Mor- 
gan, of Gloucester, son of Capt. Francis Morgan, of York. Anne, 
the other daughter, married Dr. David Alexander, whose daughter 
Anne married, 1st, John Smith, of Purton; 2d, Col. Lewis Willis 
of Fredericksburg. (Suit in York county, 1698.) There is no 
direct proof, but the evidence suggests for 5, Thomas Buckner 
two sons: 9, Thomas and 10, (Colonel) Samuel Buckner. 

* He brought the first printing-press to Virginia, which was suppressed 
in 1683, William Nuthead was his printer. 
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9, Thomas married Mary Timson, daughter of Samuel Timson, 
and granddaughter of Baldwin Mathews, grandson of Governor 
Samuel Mathews. Issue: 11, Baldwin Mathews Buekner, who 
married Dorothy (died 1757), daughter of Colonel Samuel Buekner 
and Anne, his wife. (Quarterly, V., p. 278.) Colonel Samuel had 
also Mary, who married Colonel Charles Mynn Thruston. {Ibid., 
IV., page 181.) Baldwin M. Buekner's will (dated April 5, 1774; 
proved November 5, 1776, in Gloucester county) names sons Tho- 
mas, Samuel, Robert, and John, and brothers Mordecai and John 

£who married Dorothy ; she married, 2dly, John Russell], 

and appoints his sons, his brothers, John Cary and John Chisman 
(all eight persons) his executors; and in 1797 James Jones and 
Frances Debnam, his wife [she was Frances Walker, widow of 

— Debnam, and then of Robert Buekner, deceased], sues 

John Russell and Dorothy, his wife; Thomas Buekner, Samuel 
Buekner, and John Buekner (sons of Baldwin M. Buekner), and 
Charity (daughter of their brother Robert, deceased), by Robert 
Yates, her guardian. One of these sons, John Buekner, married, 
in 1785, Dorothy Scrosby, daughter of James Scrosby (will proved 
in Middlesex* in 1772) and Anne Mathews, his wife (sister of Rev. 
John Mathews, a graduate of William and Mary College). They 
had issue, Nancy Timson Buekner, who married the Rev. Servant 
Jones, of Williamsburg, but left no issue. Charity, above men- 
tioned, married Colonel William Jones, an uncle of the present 
Dr. Walker Jones, of Gloucester county. Thomas Buekner, son 
of Baldwin M. Buekner, married Elizabeth Cooke. (Papers in a 
suit in Williamsburg, etc.) 

There is in the York county records the will of Ann Cary (proved 
July 18, 1768), which gives her estate to four persons: Mr. John 
Cary, "son of my consort, Major Miles Cary"; Mrs. Ann Tomp- 
kins, wife of Captain Bennett Tompkins; Mr. John Chisman, and 
the testatrix's nephew, Baldwin Mathews Buekner. John Chisman 
probably married Mary Buekner. (Quarterly, L, p. 98.) 

3, Richard Buekner, clerk of Essex (1703), clerk of the House 
of Burgesses (1713). He was evidently father of William Buekner, 
of Caroline. (See Richmond Critic.) 

6, John Buekner. There is a deed of Ann Buekner, of Glouces- 
ter, recorded in Essex county (dated July 17, 1727), which names 
sons John and William and their father John. 

2, Philip Buekner, brother of John Buekner, the immigrant, 
patented lands on south of Rappahannock in 1672. Names in his will 
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(dated November 21, 1699, and proved in Stafford, April 10, 1700) 
sons Eobert and Andrew. Makes cousins William Buckner at 
York, John Buckner or Thomas Buckner, executors, who are to 
"take my children and be sure to give them learning." William 
Buckner, of Yorktown, as executor of "my uncle, Mr. Philip 
Buckner, deceased, late of Stafford county," makes a power of 
attorney soon after. [This note will be continued in the April 
number.] 

Bohannan. — Ambrose Bohannan, of Scotland, settled in Glouces- 
ter county (in that part now called Matthews county). He married Y 
first, Miss Lafond, a French Huguenot, by whom he had Colonel 
Joseph Bohannan, of Essex county (grandfather of Dr. Thomas 
Bohannan, of Louisville, Ky.), and Ambrose Bohannan, quarter- 
master during the Kevolution. He married, second, Elizabeth 
Gregory, by whom he had William Bohannan (grandfather of 
Dr. John G. Bohannan, of South Norwalk, Conn.). His will, 
dated January 18, 1753, and proved February 22, 1753, names 
four children — Joseph, Dorothy, Sarah, and "that which my wife 
is now with child," executors, wife Elizabeth Bohannan, Abra- 
ham Iveson, John Matthews, and Kichard Gregory. The will of 
Ambrose Bohannan, of Essex county, dated February 24, 1776, 
witnesses Thomas Miller, William Miller, Dorothy Miller, proved 
December 15, 1800, devises all his land to his brother, Joseph 
Bohannan. 

Shelton. — The will of William Parks, editor of the Virginia 
Gazette, proved June 18, 1750, names sisters Jane Spilsbury and 
Elizabeth Parks, daughter Eleanor Shelton, and desires that his 
wife Eleanor Parks and son-in-law John Shelton, of Hsnover 
county, " do carry on and complete the laws of Virginia which I 
have undertaken." The estate of Kobert Kogers, of Goochland 
(will made August 25, 1738, proved November 18, 1740), was 
divided in 1742 between Jeremiah Whitney and Susanna, his wife, 
widow of said Kogers; William Kogers, his son; William Shel- 
ton and Elizabeth, his wife, one of the daughters ; William Segar 
and Ann, his wife, another of the daughters ; David Kogers, a son> 
and Caroline Kogers, a daughter. 

Tnr.ATTrc — Bookek. — Power of attorney from Kichard Booker (by 
virtue of a power from Mr. Samuel Edwards) to Mr. John Leake, 
of Gloucester county, innkeeper, February 20th, 1672 [?]. (York 
county records.) The children of William Leake, as given in the St. 
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Peter's (New Kent) register, were Mary, William, baptized July 
15, 1694; Peter, baptized September 19, 1697; Jane, Eichard, 
baptized December 13, 1711. 

Maeot (Quakterly, V., p. 117). — In the note it is stated that 
Bachel, daughter of Jean Marot, died sine prole. This is a mis- 
take, as shown by the will of Mrs. Ann Sullivant in Amelia county. 
She married Eichard Booker. 

Phi Beta Kappa.— The original charter, granted by the Virginia 
Chapter in 1779 to Harvard College, which came curiously back into 
the custody of the college, as described in the Quabtebly, IV., p. 
242, was returned to its ancient possessors in July last. At a meet- 
ing of Alpha Chapter, William and Mary College, held Dec. 5, 
1896, a committee, consisting of William Lamb, president of the 
chapter, Lyon G. Tyler, and Charles Washington Coleman, was 
appointed to make the transfer. In July Colonel Lamb repaired 
to Harvard, and there, at the annual meeting of Alpha of Massa- 
chusetts, performed the duty assigned him as one of the committee. 
Eecently the chapter here has been the recipient from Harvard 
Chapter of a beautiful fac simile of the original. 

The Capitol. — During the summer last, the local branch of the 
Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities had the 
foundations of the old capitol of Virginia, in Williamsburg, ex- 
humed. The H, which was the original form of the buildings 
was distinctly exposed. This building, erected in 1700, was burnt 
in 1748. It was re-erected on the old walls. After the Eevolution, 
the buildings being out of repair, the back building of the H 
(which lay at right angles to the course of Main street) was pulled 
down to repair the front. The capitol was again burned in 1832, 
and about 1853 the Female Academy building was erected, one of 
its walls being a part of a wall of the Capitol. 

Page Pobteaits. — The College Library has been recently the 
recipient of the loan of ten splendid portraits of the Page family, 
representing five generations from Col. John Page, the emigrant, 
to Governor John Page inclusive. The loan was made by Dr. E. 
C. M. Page, of New York, who contributed about two years ago a 
beautiful stained glass window to Bruton Church. 

University Published Company advertises modern college text- 
books, Gildersleeve's Latin Series, Venable's Series of Mathematics, 
Hansell's United States History, Holmes' Eeaders, Maury's Geo- 
graphies, etc. See advertisements. 
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